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e History and Charm
Aizu Wakamatsuv.

3 Surrounded by mountains, the city of
Aizu Wakamatsu boasts a long history
*| g« and a unique local culture. The Otsu-
(k£ =iy el kayama Burial Mound was constructed
A e iy in the 4th century, and once Japan en-
S Gl o wa '@ tered the feudal times the Aizu area was
SRR T EY ruled by the notorious warlord Ashina.
The Aizu Wakamatsu, we see today, was born from the time of feu-
dal Lord Gamou Ujisato, who developed the town with Tsuruga Cas-
tle at the centre, and promoted the local industries, such as lacquer
ware and sake brewing. Aizu Clan rule continued for 9 successive
generations, from the first Lord Hoshina Masayuki to Lord Matsu-
daira Katamori, until it came to an end as a result of the Boshin Civil
War. Aizu’'s connection to the Shinsengumi, and the story of the
young Byakkotai soldiers who took their own lives are both very well
known from this area. Aizu is "Samurai 3%\ -
Country” where the virtues of sincerity and $
righteousness live on. Why not come and
experience Aizu's local food and products,
and unique lifestyle developed out of the

warrior code of thinking, “Never do what

should not be done”.
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: the Lurds of the Aizu Clan.

(Designated National Historic Landmark)
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The Graveyard of the Matsudairas

fihDEEF T N THINOREREZE &
bHhES"

This graveyard contains all the graves of the ,

Matsudaira Feudal Lords of the Aizu Clan, §

Katamori.

It is nnted for its ambience and fDr
being one of the largest of its kind in Japan.
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Oyakuen (The Garden of Lord Matsudaira).

(Designated National Place of Scenic Beauty)

Oyakuen was used as the second home by suc-
cessive Lords of the Aizu Clan. The name was de-
rived from the fact that the 2nd Lord of the Clan,
Hoshina Masatsune, cultivated medicinal herbs
here in the garden. There are currently around
400 different kinds of herbs growing in Oyakuen.
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Wakamatsu Castle (Tsuruga Castle). ] FOVERBT. (88 v WOt ERER

(Designated National Historic Landmark)

Wakamatsu Castle was first built by
Ashina Naomori 625 years ago.
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During the Boshin Civil War, the cas-

EH55

tle endured a fierce battle for more
than a month, and so was known as
the impregnable castle. It was finally
destroyed under the orders of the

Tomb stones of the Byakkotai Soldiers

The Byakkotai was a group of young soliders aged
between 16 and 17 years old at the time of the Bosh-

TS NS IRES

new Meiji government, but was re-
stored in 1965. Inside the castle
tower you can explore a museum
dedicated to the castle's history. In
the Honmaru area of the castle
grounds there is a tea room named

‘Rinkaku”, once used by Sen no i : : : ; ; X
Shoan, the son of the Te; Ceremo- For more information about Aizu Wakamatsu in English,

ny Master, Sen no Rikyu. contact the Aizu Wakamatsu International Association.

TEL*0242-27-3703 EMAIL* mail@awia.jp
WEBSITEX http://awia.jp

in Civil War. After being defeated in battle, hungry
and exhausted they arrived at the site of limoriyama
to witness their castle town ablaze. The despairing
young soldiers, committed suicide at this site.
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